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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve a range finding capability by 
giving a luminous quantity of an auxiliary light in 
response to a position of a lens corresponding to a 
distance with respect to an object to the device and 
making a reflected light constant so as to avoid an 
arithmetic element from being saturated. 

CONSTITUTION: When an electric flash photographing is 
required, a CPU 16 (for charging control) sends a 
charging signal to an electric flash charging circuit 20 
to charge a main capacitor MC. The charging voltage is 
fed to a CPU 16 (for charging voltage detection) via 
voltage division resistors R 1( Rj and when the voltage 
reaches a prescribed voltage, the charging is stopped. 
An electric flash is flashed according to a signal from 
a CPU 16 (for flash timing) in a prescribed timing to 
light an object and an image pickup element (CCD) is 
exposed. When the lightness of the object obtained by a 
lighting light is not sufficient and a proper automatic 
focus(AF) operation result is not obtained, the electric 
flash is used for an auxiliary light source and flashed 
for a shorter time when the substantial flash time, then 
the reflected light to cause a CCD signal level by which 


AF operation is available without 
arithmetic element is obtained. 
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